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MEMORANDIM TOR THE DIRECTOR
SUBJSECT: Would the Ioss of South Vietnom end Linos

Precipitate a "Domino Effect” in the Far East?

1. The "damino effect” appears to mesn that vhen one

nation falls to comrmuniem the impact is such es to vesken tha
rasistance of other countries and facilitate, 1if not cause, their

~Tall to cormunism. Most literally taken, it vould imply the

successive and speedy collapse of neighboring countries,

€8 a rov of dominoes falls when the first is toppled -- wa *
presume that this degree of literalness is not essential to

the concept. Most specifically it meons that the loss of South

Vietnem and Leos would lead almost inevitably to the

cormunization of other states in the area, and perhaps beyond

the area,

2. We do not believe that the loss of South Vietnem
end Laos vould be followed by the rapild, successive
coﬁnnunization of the other states of the Far East. Instead
of a shock wave pessing from one nation to the next, there
weuld be a simultaneou, dir;ct effect on all Far Eastern
countries. With the possible exception of Camtodia, it is
likely that no nsltion in the erca would quickly succumb
to camunism as a result of the fall of Laos and South Vietnsm.
Furthermore, a continuation of the spread of camunism in the area

would not be inexorable, and any spready vhich did occur would

take time -- time in which the total situation
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revolution, tha% the US 1s e peper tiger, and that local
insurgency can be corried thrcugh to victory without undue
rigk of vorecinitating a pajor internstional war. The outcome
in South Vietnem end Leos would conspicuously support the

eggressive tactical contentions of Peiping es contrasted with

the more cautious position of thz USSR, To some degrees this
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will tend to encourage end strzncthern the more sctivist
revolutionary movements in various parts of the underdevelopzd

world.




